Verbascum oreophilum Koch var. oreophilum and Verbascum cheiranthifolium var. asperulum (Boiss.) Murbeck (Scrophulariaceae) are reported and illustrated for the first time from North-West of Iran. The diagnostic morphological characters from closely related taxa are discussed, and a distribution map of these taxa is provided for Iran.
Introduction
The genus Verbascum Linnaeus [1753: 177] (Scrophulariaceae) includes between 360 (Heywood 1993) and 400 species in the Old World. Iran has 42 species and 4 hybrids (Huber-Morath 1981; Sharifnia 2011), and 19 (45%) of the species are endemic. There is no subgeneric classification for this genus in Flora Iranica, however according to inflorescence and indumentum features two categories and two subcategories have been introduced. Category A comprises: Single flowers one per axillary bract, and is subdivided into subcategories A1 & A2. Subcategory A1 comprises: Indumentum lacking stellate or dendroid hairs; and subcategory A2 is: Indumentum composed of stellate hairs. Category B comprises: Groups of flowers arranged in clusters at the axil of each axillary bract. (Huber-Morath 1981) . Regarding phytogeography, Verbascum is distributed throughout Iran, with the majority of species found in north-west and west parts, especially the Azerbaijan region.
Materials and methods
During revision of newly collected herbarium samples of Verbascum in Herbarium of Tehran University (TUH, Holmgren et al. 1990) , two un-named specimens (collected by: Attar and Zamani, TUH 42965, 7/8/2011 and TUH 42973, 9/8/2011) were encountered.
The first sample (TUH 42965) comprised morphological characters that place it close to V. oreophilum var. joannis (Bordz.) Huber-Morath [1971, 136] , and the second one (TUH 42973) was similar to V. cheiranthifolium var. transcaspicum Murbeck [1933, 278] . However, after consultation of the Flora Iranica, Flora of Turkey and other related literature (Murberck 1925; Murbeck 1933; Parsa 1952; Feinbrun-Dothan 1978; Huber-Morath 1978 , 1981 Fedtschenko 1997; Karavelioğulları & Aytaç 2008; Sharifnia 2011) , the specimens were identified as different taxa. The specimens were cross-checked with various Verbascum in relevant literature, including Flora of the USSR (Fedtschenko 1997 ), Flora Iranica (Huber-Morath 1981 , and Verbascum Monograph (Murbeck 1933) . The specimens have been also compared with V. oreophilum and V. cheiranthifolium collections in various European (MPU, K, BM) and Iranian (TUH, TEH, HKS, IRAN, TARI) herbaria. The specimens were finally identified as Verbascum oreophilum var. oreophilum and V. cheiranthifolium var. asperulum which have not been previously reported for the Flora of Iran.
